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Page 161-Paragraph 3960, line 4; read: 
within 60 days of the permit’s expiration 
date. 
     §622.19 South Atlantic rock shrimp 
limited access. 
     (a) Applicability. Effective July 
15, 2003, for a person aboard a vessel to 
fish for rock shrimp in the South 
Atlantic EEZ off Georgia or off Florida 
or possess rock shrimp in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ off Georgia or off 
Florida, a limited access endorsement for 
South Atlantic rock shrimp must be issued 
to the vessel and must be on board. 
     (b) Initial eligibility. A vessel is 
eligible for an initial limited access 
endorsement for South Atlantic rock 
shrimp if the owner– 
     (1) Owned a vessel with a Federal 
permit for South Atlantic rock shrimp on 
or before December 31, 2000, and  
     (2) Landed at least 15,000 lbs 
(6,804 kg) of South Atlantic rock shrimp 
in any one of the calendar years 1996 
through 2000 from a vessel that he/she 
owned. 
     (c) Determinations of eligibility–
(1) Permit history. The sole basis for 
determining whether a vessel had a 
Federal permit for South Atlantic rock 
shrimp, and that vessel’s owner during 
the time it was permitted, is the RA’s 
permit records. A person who believes 
he/she meets the permit history criterion 
based on ownership of a vessel under a 
different name, as may have occurred when 
ownership changed from individual to 
corporate or vice versa, must document 
his/her ownership. 
     (2) Landings. (i) Landings of rock 
shrimp from the South Atlantic EEZ during 
the qualifying period are verified from 
landings data that were submitted on or 
before January 31, 2001 and are in state 
on Federal database systems; no 
additional landings data will be 
accepted. 
     (ii) Only landings when a vessel had 
a valid Federal permit for rock shrimp, 
that were harvested from the South 
Atlantic EEZ, and that were landed and 
sold in compliance with state and Federal 

regulations will be used to establish 
eligibility. 
     (iii) For the purpose of eligibility 
for an initial limited access endorsement 
for South Atlantic rock shrimp, the owner 
of a vessel that had a permit for South 
Atlantic rock shrimp during the 
qualifying period retains the rock shrimp 
landings record of that vessel during the 
time of his/her ownership, unless, prior 
to January 16, 2003, a sale of the vessel 
includes a written agreement that credit 
for qualifying landings is transferred to 
the new owner. Qualifying landings are 
landings of at least 15,000 lb (6,804 kg) 
of rock shrimp harvested from the South 
Atlantic EEZ in any one of the calendar 
years 1996 through 2000. Such transfer of 
credit must be for the vessel’s entire 
record of landings of rock shrimp from 
the South Atlantic during the time of the 
seller’s ownership; no partial transfers 
are allowed. 
     (d) Implementation procedures–(1) 
Notification of status. On or about March 
17, 2003, the RA will notify each owner 
of a vessel that had a permit for South 
Atlantic rock shrimp on or before 
December 31, 2000, and each owner of a 
vessel currently permitted for South 
Atlantic rock shrimp, of the RA’s initial 
determination of eligibility for a 
limited access endorsement for South 
Atlantic rock shrimp. The notification 
will include a determination regarding 
the 15,000–lb (6,804–kg) threshold level 
for endorsement. If the landings in the 
combined state and Federal databases do 
not meet the 15,000–lb (6,804–kg) 
threshold for any of the qualifying 
years, the landings in each of the 
qualifying years, as shown in those 
databases, will be included. Each 
notification will include an application 
for such endorsement. Addresses for 
notifications will be based on the RA’s 
permit records. Each owner of a vessel 
that had a permit for South Atlantic rock 
shrimp on or before December 31, 2000, 
and each owner of a currently permitted 
vessel, who does not receive notification 
by April 1, 2003 must advise the RA of 



 

 3 

non-receipt within 15 days thereafter. 
     (2) Applications. (i) An owner of a 
vessel who desires a limited access 
endorsement  for South Atlantic rock 
shrimp must submit an application for 
such endorsement postmarked or hand-
delivered not later than May 16, 2003. 
Failure to apply in a timely manner will 
preclude issuance of an endorsement even 
if the vessel owner meets the eligibility 
criteria for the endorsement. 
     (ii) An applicant who agrees with 
the RA’s initial determination of 
eligibility does not need to provide 
documentation of eligibility with his/her 
application. 
     (iii) An applicant who disagrees 
with the RA’s initial determination of 
eligibility must provide documentation of 
eligibility with his/her application. 
Such documentation must include the name 
and official number of the vessel 
permitted for South Atlantic rock shrimp 
and the dates, quantities, trip tickets, 
and purchasing dealers for specific 
landings claimed for the vessel. In 
addition, if an owner’s application for a 
limited access endorsement is based on 
qualifying landings that were transferred 
to him/her through a written agreement, 
as discussed in paragraph (c)(2)(iii) of 
this section, the application must be 
accompanied by a copy of that agreement 
and a statement of the cost associated 
with obtaining the catch history. 
Documentation and other information 
submitted on or with an application are 
subject to verification by comparison 
with state or Federal records and 
information. If such documentation and 
information cannot be verified from state 
or Federal records and information, the 
documentation and other information will 
be rejected. Submission of false 
documentation or information may 
disqualify an owner from obtaining an 
initial limited access endorsement for 
South Atlantic rock shrimp and is a 
violation of the regulations in this 
part. 
     (iv) If an application that is 
postmarked or hand delivered in a timely 

manner is incomplete, the RA will notify 
the applicant of the deficiency. If the 
applicant fails to correct the deficiency 
within 20 days of the date of the RA’s 
notification, the application will be 
considered abandoned. 
     (3) Issuance. If a complete 
application is submitted in a timely 
manner and the eligibility requirements 
specified in paragraph (b) of this 
section are met, the RA will take action 
as follows: 
     (i) If a qualified applicant owns a 
vessel that has a valid permit for South 
Atlantic rock shrimp, the RA will issue 
an initial limited access endorsement for 
South Atlantic rock shrimp and mail it to 
the vessel owner prior to July 15, 2003. 
     (ii) If a qualified applicant does 
not currently own a vessel, the RA will 
inform him/her of qualification, but no 
endorsement will be issued. Such 
qualified applicant must apply for a 
permit and endorsement for a vessel that 
he/she owns, or transfer the rights to 
the endorsement to an owner of a vessel, 
prior to July 15, 2005. After that date, 
the rights to an initial limited access 
endorsement for South Atlantic rock 
shrimp that were based on the 
qualification will expire. A qualified 
applicant who desires to transfer the 
rights to an initial endorsement to the 
owner of a vessel must submit an 
application requesting such transfer to 
the RA. Such transfer of rights will 
include transfer of credit for the 
vessel’s entire record of landings of 
rock shrimp from the South Atlantic 
during the time of the qualified 
applicant’s ownership. 
     (4) Reconsideration. (i) If the 
eligibility requirements specified in 
paragraph (b) of this section are not 
met, the RA will notify applicant, in 
writing, not later than July 16, 2003. 
The notification will include the reason 
for the determination that the 
eligibility requirements were not met. An 
applicant may request reconsideration of 
the RA’s determination regarding initial 
endorsement eligibility by submitting a 
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written request for reconsideration to 
the RA. Such request must be postmarked 
or hand-delivered not later than 
September 15, 2003 and must provide 
additional written documentation 
supporting eligibility for the 
endorsement. 
     (ii) Upon receipt of a request for 
reconsideration, the RA will forward the 
initial application, the RA’s response to 
that application, the request for 
reconsideration, and pertinent records to 
an Application Oversight Board consisting 
of state directors (or their designees) 
from each state in the Council’s area of 
jurisdiction. Upon request, a vessel 
owner may make a personal appearance 
before the Application Oversight Board. 
     (iii) If reconsideration by the 
Application Oversight Board is requested, 
such request constitutes the applicant’s 
written authorization under section 
402(b)(1)(F) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act 
for the RA to make available to the 
members of the Application Oversight 
Board such confidential catch and other 
records as are pertinent to the matter 
under reconsideration. 
     (iv) The Application Oversight Board 
may only deliberate whether the 
eligibility criteria specified in 
paragraph (b) of this section were 
applied correctly in the applicant’s 
case, based solely on the available 
record, including documentation submitted 
by the applicant. The Application 
Oversight Board may not consider whether 
an applicant should have been eligible 
for a vessel permit because of hardship 
or other factors. The Application 
Oversight Board members will provide 
individual recommendations for each 
application for reconsideration to the 
RA. 
     (v) The RA will make a final 
decision based on the eligibility 
criteria specified in paragraph (b) of 
this section and the available record, 
including documentation submitted by the 
applicant, and the recommendations and 
comments from members of the Application 
Oversight Board. The RA may not consider 

whether an applicant should have been 
eligible for a vessel permit because of 
hardship or other factors. The RA will 
notify the applicant of the decision and 
the reason for it, in writing, within 15 
days of receiving the recommendations 
from the Application Oversight Board 
members. The RA’s decision will 
constitute the final administrative 
action by NMFS. 
     (e) Transfer of an endorsement. A 
limited access endorsement for South 
Atlantic rock shrimp is valid only for 
the vessel and owner named on the 
permit/endorsement. To change either the 
vessel or the owner, an application for 
transfer must be submitted to the RA. An 
owner of a vessel with an endorsement may 
request that the RA transfer the 
endorsement to another vessel owned by 
the same entry, to the same vessel owned 
by another entity, or to another vessel 
with another owner. A transfer of an 
endorsement under this paragraph will 
include the transfer of the vessel’s 
entire catch history of South Atlantic 
rock shrimp to a new owner; no partial 
transfers are allowed. 
     (f) Renewal. The RA will not reissue 
a limited access endorsement for South 
Atlantic rock shrimp if the endorsement 
is revoked or if the RA does not receive 
a complete application for renewal of the 
endorsement within 1 year after the 
endorsement’s expiration date. 
     (g) Non-renewal of inactive 
endorsements. In addition to the 
sanctions and denials specified in 
§622.4(j)(1), a limited access 
endorsement for South Atlantic rock 
shrimp that is inactive for a period of 4 
consecutive calendar years will not be 
renewed. For the purpose of this 
paragraph, “inactive” means that the 
vessel with the endorsement has not 
landed at least 15,000 lb (6,804 kg) of 
rock shrimp from the South Atlantic EEZ 
is a calender year. 
     (h) Reissuance of non-renewed 
permits. A permit that is not renewed 
under paragraph (g) of this section will 
be made available to a vessel owner 
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randomly selected from a list of owners 
who had documented landings of rock 
shrimp from the South Atlantic EEZ prior 
to 1996 but who did not qualify for an 
initial limited access endorsement. To be 
placed on the list, an owner must submit 
a written request to the RA postmarked or 
hand-delivered not later than January 16, 
2004. The written request must contain 
documentation of each specific landing 
claimed, i.e., date, quantity of rock 
shrimp, name and official number of the 
harvesting vessel, ownership of the 
vessel at the time of landing, and name 
and address of the purchasing dealer. 
Claimed landings that are not verified by 
comparison with state trip ticket or 
dealer records will not be recognized.  
 (FR 1/16/03) 


